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Build your own theater/stage to scale.  Using cardboard, poster board, wire, 
straws, dowels, twine, wire, styrofoam, balsa wood, utility plywood, fabric, etc. 
make a scale version of your stage/theater according to the measurements 
provided to you.  ONE FOOT = 1 INCH.  You will be building a Proscenium stage 
configuration.  Build side walls, back walls, Proscenium, stage floor including 
apron part of stage.  Build stage exit steps down to auditorium level, according to 
specifications.  Build floor and walls 5 feet into the auditorium area, but you do 
not need to include anything of the auditorium seats or any more of the 
auditorium side walls 5 feet beyond the stage exit steps or apron of your stage.  
Be careful to make it sturdy enough that you can attach your mock sets later in 
the year when you design your own scenery/furniture.  Be careful to make sure 
your walls are at a 90 degree angle and strong enough to support “set” and 
“curtains” later.  Use a strip across the top front of the theater at ceiling height, so 
that it is sturdy, and/or to create your stage”opening.”  Attach the name of your 
theater here.  Leave the ceiling of your stage off with walls extending up to the 
heights of your walls.  If using cardboard, avoid fold lines.  Add bracing 
underneath and at corners so it is free standing. Design/Paint your theater 
Prosthenium and auditorium walls in whatever style you would like.  Use wire, 
twine, straws or dowel for your rigging or to support set and permanent curtains, 
dependent on what your theater design blueprints dictate.  You will receive your 
rigging line schedule (number of curtains, and set lines) after we return from the 
quarter break.  Name your theater and post it somewhere on your diorama. 
 
 
 



 

 
Below are some examples of Proscenium style theaters in our area.  Eisenhower High 
School (left), Davis High School (right) and the Capitol Theater (lower right).   

West Valley Jr High has a thrust stage, 
close to the design below. 
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The diagrams below show some of the parts of the stage, curtains, set, and terms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Examples to get your creativity going 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


